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There are three topics I introduce as part of my and Ralph Brockett’s conversation
about future SDL research directions. As | only touch briefly on them during this
general session, a much more extensive discussion is at the following web site:
http://www-distance.syr.edu/futureresearchdirections.pdf. | will be pleased to
dialogue further via my email address: rogerhiemstra@gmail.com. Appendix A
shows some of the research efforts with which | have been involved that dealt in
some way with aspects of SDL.

Symposium and Journal Contributions

The first topic deals with my ongoing effort to analyze some of the literature
related to this symposium. Employing a simple content analysis procedure, |
obtained some sense of the focal points intended by various authors over the years.
Some trends that emerged include a growing interest in understanding the
relationship between various variables in relation to SDL. In addition, as might be
expected there has been a steady interest in using and developing measurement
tools. Another emerging trend has been several studies that examine SDL and
technology. Many future research efforts are needed to continue adding to the
developing knowledge base. | also looked at the various authors who have carried
out the research to understand more about their interests. The wide variety of such
interests and growing number of interested scholars suggests a bright future for our
understanding, the continual development of scholars, this symposium, and the
1JSDL.

Self-Directed Learning Lexicon

Some of you may know of my ongoing interest in the lexicon associated with SDL.
| continually update my understanding of the words, concepts, and phrases
associated with our field and report this on my web page. There actually are an
amazingly large number of terms in our literature. | suggest that SDL as a field of
study is rapidly reaching the point where a dissertation or some other research
effort to develop a discipline-specific thesaurus would be valuable. | would urge
some of you to carry out additional content analysis efforts to enlarge out
understanding of SDL’s lexicon and what its continual development means for the
future.
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| have served in various ways to help develop the journal since its inception. |
think we can all look with great pride on the continual development and stature of
this periodical. | carried out some recent research on the journal in terms of how
authors provide clues, ideas, and specific recommendations for future research
efforts that will enhance our field. In my analysis efforts, I highlight some of these
that I gleaned from the journal’s first three volumes. The web site shown above
provides this information in considerable detail and much of it can serve as ideas
for future research efforts, dissertations, symposium presentations, and journal
articles.

Appendix A

Research efforts related in some way to SDL with which Rog Hiemstra played a
role as advisor, chair, or facilitator:
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1989). Dissertation Abstracts International, 51, 382A.

24.Phelan, T. D. W. (1996). Instruction in self-directed learning: Its impact on
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27.Rogers, D. E. (1996). Deterrents to participation in continuing education
activities of public school teachers in a rural setting. Unpublished doctoral
dissertation, Syracuse University, Syracuse, NY.

28.Sabbaghian, Z. S. (1980). Adult self-directedness and self-concept: An
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