
A Brief Tribute to Rev. Sam May

Our Second Minister ï1845-1868
(For Whom Our Church Is Named) 



An information -filled web page is dedicated to 

Sam: http:// www.mmuus.org/who-we-

are/history/sjmay.html
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Biographical Information

on Sam May

¸Born September 12, 1797, in Boston, 10th

of 12 children

¸ Parents were Colonial Joseph May and 

Dorothy Sewell 

¸ Educated at Chauncey Hall School 

(Boston Day School for Boys), Harvard 

(1817), Harvard Divinity School (1820)

¸Died July 1, 1871, in Syracuse



Sam Mayôs Interesting 

Relatives 

¸Father, Joseph, Kingôs Chapel (first U.S. 
Unitarian church) Warden and supporter 
throughout his life (actually buried there)

¸Mother, Dorothy, granddaughter of Chief 
Justice Sewell, of Salem, the first to 
expose the Salem Witchcraft delusions 

¸Sister, Abigail, wife of Transcendentalist, 
Amos Bronson Alcott ïtheir daughter was 
Louisa May Alcott (Little Women, etc.)

¸Son, Joseph, well known Unitarian 
minister



Sam Mayôs Primary 

Occupational History 

¸Minister, Unitarian Church, in Brooklyn, 
CT (1822-1835)

¸ Full-time agent for the Massachusetts 
Antislavery Society (1835-1836) 

¸Minister, First Parish in South Scituate, 
MA (1836-1842) 

¸President of the Normal School at 
Lexington, MA (1842-1844)

¸Minister, Unitarian Congregational Society 
of Syracuse (1845-1867) 



Photographs of Sam May

Ages 40 and 50


